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National Historic Sites
The Remains of Yonago Castle, Castle in the Sky

Commanding a fine view of Lake Nakaumi

Yonago Castle was originally constructed on the hill known as Minatoyama, located in what is now
the central area of Yonago City. The castle was unique and magnificent in that, unlike other castles in Japan,

it had two towers, a major one on top of the hill which had five stories, and a minor four-story one alongside the other. As
such, it was referred to as “the finest castle in Sanin Area”; however, most of the structure is now gone, and only the remaining
stone walls can still remind us of the castle’s former glory. In 2006, the remains of the Hon-maru, the donjon, and the

Ni-no-maru, the secondary bailey, were designated as national historic sites.

History of Yonago Castle

During the Warring States Period, what was subsequently known as Yonago
Castle had been constructed to serve as a small fort under the orders of Yamana
Muneyuki from 1467 to 1487. It was not until around 1591 in the last years of
the Warring States Period that the fort began to be renovated into a castle, with

the surrounding stone walls in Minatoyama constructed under the command of

Kikkawa Hiroie, lord of the western part of the Hoki area.

w == At that time, Hiroie’s main residence was Gassan Toda Castle, where Yasugi
City in Shimane Prefecture is now, which served as the administrative center
from which he ruled his territories that spanned over Izumo, western Hoki, and
Oki. However, it was getting hard for him to rule from this location, so he
focused on Yonago as a strategic hub that led to every territory of his. Thus, for
the construction of his castle he chose the site of the Yonago Castle, which had

Mt.Daisen as a natural shield, Lake Nakaumi as a natural moat, and

state-of-the-art stone walls.

The construction did not go smoothly due to ongoing conflict, and by 1600, when the decisive Battle of Sekigahara ended
the Warring States Period, Hiroie had only managed to finish 70% of it before being relocated to another domain. In 1602,
the successor of Hiroie, Nakamura Kazutada took over the construction of Yonago Castle and finally completed it.
Unfortunately, in 1609 Kazutada died a sudden death, thus ending the feudal bloodline of the Nakamura family. Afterwards,
in 1610, Kato Sadayasu was put in charge of Yonago Castle, but shortly after that, in 1617, he was ordered to administer other
domains, and was replaced by Ikeda Yoshiyuki.

In 1632, Ikeda Mitsunaka commanded his chief retainer, Arao Naritoshi to administer Yonago Castle; thereafter, the Arao
family took charge of Yonago Castle for about 240 years until 1869 when the Meiji government established the prefectural

system and abolished the traditional administration through feudal domains. For details [

STRUCTURES of Yonago Castle

The center of Yonago Castle was defended as follows: the donjon was located on the top of Minatoyama in the center, as well
as Naizen-maru (named after Yokota “Naizen” Muraaki; “maru” usually means a compartment surrounded by stone walls) in
the north, and Uneme-maru (on a hill called Tinoyama) in the east; the secondary bailey, the third one, and Ofunade (or
Fukaura)-kuruwa were placed on the foot of Minatoyama; all the compartments were surrounded by an inner moat, the water
of which was drawn from Lake Nakaumi; moreover, on the outside of the inner moat was a town of samurai residences

For details m

surrounded by an outer moat, on the outside of which was a town of traders and artisans.
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